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This presentation clarifies the understanding gained by students in health and social care, technology and
especially Living environment design students during an IPE trial program, in which 25 students from 4
universities participated during one and half days. On the first day, interprofessional student teams enjoyed
team building activity, and understood the outline of a service user’ s case. The next day, the student teams
went to hospitals or social welfare institutions and interviewed service users and professionals, discussed
the current situation and the future of the service user’ s life. Before and after the program quantitative
data were collected, and qualitative data were collected from students’ reports after the program. Analyzing
what the students write in the reports can be useful to understand students’ learning. Through the IPE program
with Living environment design students, health and social care students were able to deepen their
understanding of service users as ordinary people, understand the realities of living space and activity,
notice the importance of community based IPW. They were also able to understand the importance of explaining
professional terminology and the difference between receiving opinion and agreeing on it. On the other hand,

Living environment design students were able to learn deeply the importance of collaboration with health
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and social care professionals to create a housing environment with understanding of handicapped and older
peoples’ lives. Further research on the joint IPE program would help to determine appropriate learning

resources required and the way to facilitate innovative IPE teams.
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The present study reports the effectiveness and challenges of the interprofessional team training
implemented as a joint education project of four universities in Saitama, Japan. This interprofessional team
training was conducted as a trial project in a collaborative course of interprofessional education.

A third-year medical student, a third-year nursing student, a fifth—year pharmacy student, a third-year
nutrition student, and a fourth-year architecture student had a three—day interprofessional training at an
acute hospital. In this training, students made a care plan for the patient who developed COPD and stayed
in the hospital.

The students wrote about their training on a reflection sheet every day at the end of the training to reflect
on their behavior and group activity for the day. From the five students’ reflection sheets, we derived
117 sentences. We conducted a participant—observer study and analyzed descriptions on the reflection sheets
and the electronic bulletin board in a qualitative method. The sentences were classified into 20 categories
based on the goals of this interprofessional training

The categorized data showed that the focus of students’ reflections changed from understanding the patient
and self-questioning to ways to collaborate with peers. In addition, it was demonstrated that the students
became aware of ways to develop mutual understanding and knowledge effectiveness in the interprofessional
setting, while they faced difficulties due to lack of knowledge and experience in their discipline. It was
suggested that the participants of the interprofessional training needed communication skill training to
transcend the boundaries of their specialties as well as opportunities to deepen their mutual understanding

in the introductory phase of interprofessional education.
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